





































































































BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

March 29, 2005 (Kahului)

for we can come up and we can talk to you one-on-one and say, this is how we feel about
a given project. :

I live at Hale Mahaolu Ekahi, that once again is a very wonderful thing. And when my
husband died my kids said, are you going to come back to California? And I said, no
way. Okay, stay right here, and it has been a joy.

I served at one time on the Cost of Government Commission and I know how you must
feel. Everybody that's come up here has presented such wonderful things and how can
you say, no, to any of us?

So, I'm here because MEO does wonderful things for the seniors, they do great things for
the youth in our community. They are doing things now with this B.E.S.T program,
where they're trying to rehabilitate people that have been in the County jail. There are so
many things that they do, and so I would simply say, please, as much as you can,
continue to support MEO. Thank you very much.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Kenlon. Members, any questions for the testifier? Hearing
none, thank you very much. Next we have Deidre Tegarden. Excuse me if I'm
mispronouncing your name. Deidre -- thank you -- Tegarden.

MS. TEGARDEN: Tegarden. I thought Kelley was always difficult to spell, my maiden name
with an E, Y, but then I got Tegarden and I don't know how, that's not much better.

CHAIR KANE: Tegarden. Okay. I'll remember that and forgive me, Deidre.
MS. TEGARDEN: That's quite alright.
CHAIR KANE: And following, following Deidre, we have Nathan Kimura.

MS. TEGARDEN: So good evening, Council, my name is Deidre Tegarden. I'm the Executive
Director of Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Maui. And I didn't bring any children with me
tonight, and I know hindsight next time I will definitely bring them. But I did bring a
story, a true story.

When I took over the position eight months ago at Big Brothers, Big Sisters, there was a
little girl who would come to our office every day after school, just sit in the offices, do
her homework and hang out. She was six years old. One day I realized she was staying
there a little bit longer than usual, and I asked her, shouldn't you be going home soon?
And she said, I can't, and I said, well why not? And she said, my mom's not home. I
said, oh, well, where's your, where's your mom? She said, oh, she's visiting daddy. And
I said, oh, well, where's daddy? And she said, in prison. And I was just, I was shocked,
she's six years old.
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And studies show that children who have an incarcerated parent are 65 percent more
likely to become incarcerated themselves. And that's why our one-on-one mentoring
programs are so important. With, without those programs we have children who'd be on
the streets, children doing drugs.

That little girl is now a member of our after-school program at the center, she is also a
member of our traditional community-based volunteer Big Brothers, Big Sisters. I am
her big sister. And I just want to let you know that your support in the past is so
appreciated. 1 appreciate your continued support, and I just want to reaffirm that your
support is making a difference one child at a time. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Tegarden. Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you
very much.

MS. TEGARDEN: Thank you.
CHAIR KANE: Nathan Kimura. And following Mr. Kimura is Clark Nakamoto.

MR. KIMURA: Hello. My name is Nathan Kimura, and I am here on behalf of the Maui
Economic Development Board and Women in Technology. Last summer, I took part of
an internship that they helped put together with the Center for Adoptive Optics out in
Kihei at the technology park. And I was part of that, I was able to take part of that and
was able to get a job out of that.

I was born on Maui and went to school on the mainland and decided I wanted to come
back, work in Hawaii, but then I didn't know there's, what kind of job, technology jobs
they had in Hawaii. And I knew there was that technology park out in Kihei, and through
them I was able to get an internship and land a job at Techtron out in Kihei.

So, I really appreciate them giving me the opportunity to do the internship, and because
of that two of my friends, who are still in school, they are, they're doing the internship;
and hopefully, they can get experience and stay in Hawaii and get jobs. And they have a
lot of, I guess, other programs that, that help like build, build things out in Kihei, so that
will help bring the technology, technology jobs to Hawaii and hopefully build another
strong part other than just tourism and other stuff like that. Alright. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Kimura. Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you
very much for your testimony. Clark Nakamoto. Following Mr. Nakamoto is
Aurora Young.

MR. NAKAMOTO: Thank you. Thank you very much. I'm the railroad at the prison of the
Kahului Senior Club. I represent about 200 seniors, and well, first of all, we want to
thank you for the support, supporting program that gives us seniors opportunity to go to
doctors and dentists and family, visit families, to the nutrition sites and a few annual
outings that we have, that's through MEO bus. And what I'm here is to ask you to,
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please, continue with the MEO bus for us; otherwise, we're going to be just stuck at home
doing nothing, just getting old, that's all.

So please, have that and because a lot of the seniors cannot come here tonight, because
there's no more bus and those who drive they don't drive at night, so I'm here with a list
of all the names that signed up here. 1 got them to sign this as a petition. Thank you very
much.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. Mr. Nakamoto, if you can, please, our staff will take care of that.
Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you, Mr. Nakamoto. Aurora Young and
she'll be followed by Lisa Darcy.

MS. YOUNG: Good evening, Council Members. My name is Aurora Young. I'm a senior and 1
ride the bus. The bus comes three times a week, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. I'm
here because when I do ride the bus, like when I go to the bank and I ask for a transfer,
but if I ride the public shuttle, they'll have to drop me where the bus site is, and I'll have
to walk to the bank. Like for instance, if they drop me off at Longs, then I would have to
walk to the bank and back again.

And I felt that we need your support, all the seniors need your support in the bus
transportation. Like if I do ride the public shuttle from Ilima, I walk to Luana Garden
and wait for the bus there, and then take me, it takes every two hours, so is with the MEO
that comes to Ilima Monday, Wednesday and Friday, it's two hours.

So, that's why I'm here tonight to ask your support in behalf of all the seniors who write,
they're wonderful, they help us in so many ways. There's even a bus driver that even
would go to First Hawaiian Bank and open the door for Francis until she gets in. So,
how, that's how much they are important to all of us, and I thank you for your support
and your continued support. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Young. Members, any questions for Ms. Young? Hearing
none, thank you very much. Lisa Darcy -- good evening, Ms. Darcy -- followed by
Lisa Rodrigues, officer.

MS. DARCY: Good evening, Council. My name is Lisa Darcy, and I come representing a
program called Hale O Lanakila. It's a psychiatric rehabilitation program that got started
last year here on Maui. I was asked to come by the State of Hawaii to start a program up
for people with mental illness, and its been a big challenge here on Maui for a couple of
reasons, and this is why I really need your help.

I had a group together to come tonight, but I was not really able to convince people. First
of all, first of all I was faced with the challenge of transporting everybody and how to
figure that and that became cumbersome. But also nobody really believed anything was
going to change if they came tonight or they spoke. And I am charged with helping
people to get their lives back and to recover hope, and I don't know how to go about it.
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I looked through some of the numbers and tried to get some ideas on how to help people
get back to work. One of the vehicles for rehabilitation is work, and I think everyone of
us knows the value of work. If you were struggling with getting yourself up and getting
yourself together, finding transportation is a very significant obstacle. And I really need
the Council's help and the State's help to get people to a place where they can somehow
access transportation in a way that is normal, and MEO does a great job with the people
that we have right now. But I'm charged with normalizing peoples lives, which means if
you don't have a significant income or you don't have the ability, if you're taking
medications, to drive, just to be able to get up and to get involved in transportation
somehow is a very significant obstacle.

So I'm open to any ideas, any way that I can help make Maui County more accessible to
people that are home or in a back room or don't believe that they'll ever get back out to
the community. I would definitely like to, you know, participate in any sort of
discussions to be able to bring people back and say, it made a difference to go to the
Council, you know, it's worth it. I, I definitely should bring perhaps a list of testimonials;
nevertheless, but I've gotten to know quite a few of you and I'm, I'm, I'm not giving up.
And hopefully the numbers will keep changing and we'll get more people out, and we'll
have testimonials to say, thank you for helping people get back to work. We're, we're
counting on it.

So, I thank you very much for your time and I know you're working very hard on this. I
don't doubt that for a minute, and I don't envy your jobs. But thank you for the
opportunity to speak.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Darcy. Members, any questions for Ms. Darcy? Hearing none,
thank you. Officer. Following Officer Lisa Rodrigues, we have Jody Dias. And I think
Jody testified, but is Jody here? Yeah. Ithink Jody testified earlier, excuse me. Officer.

MS. RODRIGUES: Sorry in advance for reading. But I, what I have to say is very important.
My name is Lisa Rodrigues. Good evening, Council Chair Hokama, Budget Chair Kane
and Council Members. Thank you for your support with last year's, I'm sorry, last year's
increase, and thank you for the opportunity to speak this evening.

I'm wearing several hats tonight, but right now I'm speaking on behalf of the Maui
Humane Society as a board member, and I'm also representing the Chief of Police and the
Maui Police Department. The Police Department has an outstanding and valuable
working relationship and partnership with the Maui Humane Society. We support their
organization 100 percent for the, for the assistance they provide the Police Department
and for the public safety services they provide the community.

This service, this is a service that the Police Department is not equipped nor are we

trained to do. We have worked together in countless situations where time and time
again the Maui Humane Society's expertise and services were proven to be extremely
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invaluable. Like partnerships with the lifeguard, medics and the Fire Department, the
Maui Humane Society plays an extremely important role in public safety.

For example, there's a DOA on the roadway causing a hazard for, for, for drivers, or an
animal is out of control. It's the police who are calling for the assistance from the animal
control officers. When the Humane Society's hours were cut, that put a significant strain
on the patrol officers. Calls for service involving animals do not stop when business
hours are over. It is the police officers who respond to these calls for service, which in
turn takes away police manpower away from the general public, because we're dealing
with animal issues that, again, we are not trained nor are we equipped to handle.

I've been told many times that if I decided to quit my job as a police officer I would
always have a job with them. I could never do that job. For one, these officers endure,
for what these officers endure the pay is just inadequate. Personally, my heart and
emotions could not handle dealing with the displaced animals and having to do what has
to be done.

As a trained police officer, I find it very hard and I have a very hard time seeing how
they're put into similar situations that we're put into, and what I'm talking about are
different elements of people that we deal with, particularly those high on ice. And they're
only armed with pepper spray, that's this right here, that's all they're going in with, just

pepper spray.

Officer safety is very, is a very important issue that cannot be reiterated enough. Like
domestic violence situations that can be unstable and unpredictable, a situation where you
are taking someone's animal and someone's pet can be just as highly volatile and
explosive. These officers are not paid enough for what is asked of them. No. I could not
do their job, not many people can. Officers and staff compensation and retention should
be priority.

In closing, I elected to join the Board of the Directors because I see how important this
organization is to our community, not only for the known services that they provide, but
for the rarely seen and not so pleasant services as well, things we normally don't like to
talk about or even think about, but someone has to do it. There is some things that people
don't realize that are being done until they are not being done anymore.

The Humane Society is essential to our community, not only on the proactive standpoint
but also for the long-term, sustained programs and services that the public, that provide
public safety and prevention measures. So again, thank you for this opportunity to
represent the Police Department on behalf of the Humane Society.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Officer Rodrigues.

MS. RODRIGUES: And before I step away, I want to put on my mommy hat and put a plug in

for the Imua services. My husband and I are both officers, and we have a four-year old
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and a two-year old. And my two-year old is speech delayed and a special needs, and
Imua services has been very instrumental in helping our family get through this and, and
work with this through our son. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Officer. Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you very
much. Mr. Pete Sayer. Pete Sayer. And following Mr. Sayer, we have Lucienne deNaie.

MR. SAYER: Aloha ahiahi, Council Members.
CHAIR KANE: Aloha.

MR. SAYER: I'm only here because L, I paddle for Hana Canoe Club. I'm one of their reps, and
I know you came to Hana and they spoke on keikis. I have a problem, basically, by
coming out every weekend to paddle for the regatta season, and so MEO has been
outstanding, totally outstanding in their accomplishment for enabling the keiki to paddle
and be successful in, in what they're doing.

So, I'm here just to say, thank you and ask for your support and continued support and
maybe a little more money available to MEO for their programs that they. . .you know, I,
I'm, I'm a, just a normal person, I have my own transportation, I can do what I want. But
there's a lot of families in Hana that, that have to work, they don't have the, the means to
say, yes, I'll drive you to Lahaina. And, and so MEO enables the kids to be able to join in
and, and have something special to do and not get involved in all the problems we see.
So once again, thank you, Council Members, and mahalo. A hui hou.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Sayer. Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you for
your testimony. Lucienne deNaie followed by Jeff Reiss.

MS. deNAIE: Thank you, all, for sitting through here. My name is Lucienne deNaie. I'm
speaking tonight as vice-president of Maui Tomorrow and I'm also, you know, I guess
like everybody else, you just see things that you say, these are wonderful things in our
community, they deserve support. So, always give a few of those on the laundry list.

One of those is Maui Nui Botanical Gardens, this is such an incredible change in this
place. If you went there ten years ago or even five years ago and you go there today, it is
amazing the transformation that a dedicated group of people can make and please, please,
please straighten out this mess with the Water Department and their funding and look at
other ways that can be helped, because this is a real resource for our future.

Instead of people like tearing down plants on the hillsides and, you know, actually
making it difficult for our native eco-systems to survive, they can go to Maui Nui and see
the same plants and buy samples and plant them in their yards. Its been such an
educational resource for folks; there's something going on there almost every day; and it's
a great place for our keiki to learn about volunteering too. Every time I go there, there's
some project going on.
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Also, continued funding for Community Work Day, partner with them practically like
every two months and they're the people who get the job done to get the trash out of here.
I just can't say enough about their can-do attitude, and I know they have just, you know, a
small budget compared to what they do. They have a small staff but they are amazing,
and they really give hope that there's something that we could do to get beyond the, the
glut that we have here today. I've, I've filled Matson containers, with their help, with
discarded things on our public beaches and public lands.

Also, the Paia Youth and Cultural Center, they are doing a tremendous job. I don't know,
you're going to go to Paia tomorrow and you'll probably hear from them, but they are
really stepping up to the plate finding a lot of their own funding, offering very creative
and engaging programs for our youth, and they're totally dedicated.

I want to also speak to what John Duey spoke to about the studies of the Na Wai "Eha
streams, and this is a great investment for the County. It's not a lot of money over a
three-year period, because the County would be one of the investors in this project. But it
would yield information like the amount of recharge that streams could provide to the
aquifer if they flowed at certain rates. These are the kinds of data that the USGS are
going to be looking for in these stream studies.

And this is something every important for us to know, because this area that we're all
depending or that half of the people on Maui depend on for their drinking water has
changed a lot in the last ten years with the demise of agriculture in the area. So, the more
information we could get, this is going to be a bargain-basement price for, for the quality
of information. Please, do your best to put that in the budget.

And just to get personal here, Kaunoa Senior Center, it's a wonderful place, I'm a senior
center, I'm a client there, and a wellness center would be real wonderful. They have a
lively program and a lot of people there are looking forward to their golden years as ones
of health and vitality, so I think this would emphasize that. Thank you all and please do
increase funding for our human resources, too, staff for the Planning Department, Water
Department, Parks, Fire, Police. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. deNaie. Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you
for your testimony. Jeff Reiss and following Mr. Reiss, we have Jan Dapitan.

MR. REISS: Aloha, Council Members. My name is Jeff Reiss. I'm the CFO of a company here
on Maui, Peletex, named for Pele, the Goddess of creation. We've developed an entirely
new method of air filtration, and we've received two U.S. patents. We have two
international patents.

And I'd like to speak on behalf of Maui Economic Development Board, because they

have helped us to establish our business and establish credibility, that I believe will help
to take Maui into the future by providing high-technology jobs and opportunities in the
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future. Without Economic Development Board, I wouldn't have known about an
opportunity that was offered through another Hawaii agency, a brand-new Hawaii
agency, that went to the Department of the Navy and secured $4 million, that they cut up
into manageable funding allotments.

And we were one of 20 in the State that received $200,000 from the Hawaii Technology
Development group. And this, this funding will help us to prove, it's called the proof of
concept on our technology. It's, it's a long process that. . .and I'm finding out that it keeps
getting longer and longer. And Maui Economic Development Board has been helpful in
helping us to find funding to do the proof of concept with our technology, and also
they've got great follow-up with going to conferences on the mainland and promoting,
doing business here on Maui.

They also leverage their, their work by teaming up with Team Hawaii, an organization on
Oahu, it's Enterprise Honolulu. And we're looking forward to being a real credit to Maui
and providing great jobs and an example of innovation and, and a great company that
would be, Maui would be proud to point to our company and say, this company
developed a world-class technology. And I wouldn't be able to tell you this except that
we have the patents now to prove that we really do have a world-class technology.

And T'l tell you it sounded pretty funny for a guy who -- some of you have seen me
around for a number of years -- for a guy to come up and tell you that we have a
world-class technology, and we do. And I believe that, that this technology will help to
put Maui on the map as a place where high technology can happen, and we owe a large
amount of our success so far to Maui Economic Development Board. Of course, MEO
gave us a very small loan a number of years ago, and I'd like to give credit to them. And
thank you very much for doing what you can to help diversify the economy of Maui.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Reiss. Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you for
your testimony. Next we have Jan Dapitan.

MS. DAPITAN: Thank you, Chairman and Council. We recently met when we celebrated the
kickoff of the Great American Clean Up. I want you to know that it is going well. Many
new calls have come in. I think that Ray Emson(?) when he spoke before you and
quickly understood that we are the State leader, because you are supportive and so
supportive of us, and I thank you for that. And that has been in the past and I'm looking
forward to more.

We have some urgent issues and in this crisis of derelict vehicles and tires and
refrigerators and things that I thought in 1995 we were two years away from the end of
litter in Hawaii. And now, and now we're looking at a day-by-day, you know, not being
able to meet the calls that we get but wanting to. Looking forward to trying to develop a
stronger relationship with land or with the possibility of getting those permits that are
needed to handle metals and to deal with Freon.
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I hope that we'll work together this year, and I pledge that I'm there and ready. And we
do have some of those resources from the Keep America Beautiful to, to help with some
of those issues. I also want to thank partnerships, and, and tonight, I wanted to mention a
few and ask you to keep them working, because they have a great impact on us.

The Maui Nui Botanical Garden provides that, that information that I need regarding
native plants. Several years ago, we took a position that we would remove the alien
invasive along the shoreline, and we've worked in the Kanaha area with our AmeriCorps
teams and with volunteers, Kiwanis, and, and many of our citizens have been out there.

It is looking beautiful. If you have not walked that area, it's just about now in the first
phase, almost an 85 percent native plants. And it is just a transformation from what it
was if you can remember that kiawe thicket. That is something that the, the Maui Nui
Botanical Garden has helped us with, with our beautification projects. We want to plant
the native plants, and those Hawaiian plants that are.. .(CHANGE TAPE). .. to us to
keep our partnerships as they are called. Yes. They fill Matson containers full of trash
many times from very heavily-dumped-on areas, so that means a lot to us. The Parks and
Recreation Department has been supportive and, and helpful in helping us remove a lot of
the big green waste. So, I thank you very much, look forward to this year and I do really
want to get those cars and tires and batteries off the highways.

CHAIR KANE: So do we. Thank you, Ms. Dapitan. Members, any questions?
COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Question.
CHAIR KANE: Ms. Tavares. Ms. Dapitan, we have a question for you.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: While you're walking up and you hear the question. Have
you been involved in any of the discussions regarding how to address this crisis that we
are in right now with no place to take our white goods and abandoned cars?

MS. DAPITAN: Early on, we were called in and, and we did sit with the Administration and a
combination at one point. Mike Molina, we provided some information when, when he
was studying that issue. Most recently, we are not sure what the, what the status is,
especially in regard to negotiations with private contractors.

...END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. ..

CHAIR KANE: Any further questions for Ms. Dapitan, Members? Hearing none, thank you
very much. Is there anybody else here who has not testified that would like to testify at
this time, now is your opportunity to come forward. Seeing nobody approaching. Thank
you very much, Kahului, for welcoming us.
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We'll take all the comments that we've heard tonight into serious consideration.
Tomorrow tonight, I believe, we're going to be in Paia. So, please leave early, and try not
to contribute to the, the logjam. Thank you very much, again.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (excused: Councilmember Anderson)
ACTION:  DEFER pending further discussion.

CHAIR KANE: This meeting for March 29, 2005, is adjourned. . . .(gavel). . .

ADJOURN: 8:17 p.m.

DAIN P. KANGGHr ,
Budget and Finance Comiittee "

bf:min:050329-kahului Transcribed by: Ann Freitas
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